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From this authoritative list of Augustine's writings, as well as from the distinctive character of his work, the task of separating the mass of mediasval forgeries and inaccurate descriptions has been comparatively easy. No doubt, the list tended to encourage forgery at times. When one of the works mentioned was unknown to mediaeval readers, some leisured monk would gladly undertake to supply the deficiency. In fact the eagerness to imitate the great doctor was so precipitate, that even works which Augustine says he had never written (on rhetoric, dialectics, etc.) were ascribed to him. However the mass of Augustinian literature has been very carefully expurgated by the Benedictines. In the result many writings have been rejected as indubitably spurious on which Roman Catholic writers still rely. This is notably the case with regard to the cult of the virgin. In Liguori's famous Glories of Mary, a fitting atmosphere for false quotations, we have a number of passages from spurious works, in which Augustine is credited with pronounced devotion to Mary. Still worse is the case of the Roman Breviary, in which a sermon attributed to Augustine is still read as his on the feast of the nativity of the